April 19, 2008
Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
“Take Up Thy Cross”  
    I read this from The Signs of the Times, June 16, 1890. “When it is in the heart to obey God, when efforts are put forth to this end, Jesus accepts this disposition and effort as man's best service, and He makes up for the deficiency with His own divine merit. But He will not accept those who claim to have faith in Him, and yet are disloyal to His Father's commandment. We hear a great deal about faith, but we need to hear a great deal more about works. Many are deceiving their own souls by living an easygoing, accommodating, cross-less religion. But Jesus says, "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me."-- {1SM 382.2}

The title of today’s sermon is: “Take up Thy Cross.”
Shall we seek God’s guidance in this worship moment…?
The Spirit of Prophecy says, and listen carefully, “For forty years did unbelief, murmuring, and rebellion shut out ancient Israel from the land of Canaan. The same sins have delayed the entrance of modern Israel into the heavenly Canaan. In neither case were the promises of God at fault. It is the unbelief, the worldliness, un-consecration, and strife among the Lord's professed people that have kept us in this world of sin and sorrow so many years.” --Manuscript 4, 1883.
Why does Jesus delay His coming? We have been given four reasons in that last quote. “It is the unbelief, the worldliness, un-consecration, and strife among the Lord's professed people that have kept us in this world of sin and sorrow so many years.”
Let’s deal with those 4 items, unbelief, worldliness, un-consecration and strife because they are characteristics in the so called people of God who want an easy, cross-less religion.

1. Unbelief – We need only to look back at ancient Israel to see why they wandered in the desert for 40 years. SOP says, “It is important to believe God's word and act upon it promptly, while His angels are waiting to work for us. Evil angels are ready to contest every step of advance. And when God's providence bids His children go forward, when He is ready to do great things for them, Satan tempts them to displease the Lord by hesitation and delay; he seeks to kindle a spirit of strife or to arouse murmuring or unbelief, and thus deprive them of the blessings that God desired to bestow. God's servants should be minutemen, ever ready to move as fast as His providence opens the way. And delay on their part gives time for Satan to work to defeat them.”  {PP 423.1} We are the most blessed people that have ever peopled the planet earth. We have both the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy, which is the Testimony of Jesus; yet like the Israel of old, there is the spirit of discontent, there is murmuring and complaining, there is unbelief and failure to act upon clear direction. The ten spies said there are giants in the land, but Caleb and Joshua said no problem, we have a God who is bigger than the giants. Failure to move forward when God says to move is unbelief, better described as rebellion against the very one we profess to believe. Believing is far more than an intellectual ascent to the truth; it implies action. Real believers have a cross to carry. 
2. Worldliness – The majority of Seventh-day Adventists in the developed nations of the world are victims of this most malicious disease called worldliness. With one foot in the church and one foot in the world, the compromising, nominal Christian hopes to be saved in spite of their dual service. The scripture is very clear. Jesus said, "The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me."  John 14:30.  And that is how it was. The devil had nothing on Christ.  Jesus was holy, undefiled, and separate from sin.

The true follower of Jesus is willing for the Spirit of Christ to do the necessary heart surgery so as to take the love of the things of this world that are not for the best purposes of the Christian life. The “world” represents those things that appeal to the carnal nature of man.

And love of course, is to be the primary motive for serving Jesus.  If you don’t have a love relationship with Jesus, this whole subject will not mean much to you.

1 John 5:4, "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the (what?) world:  and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith." 
If we want to be truly born of God, the next step is that we must overcome this world.  What does it mean to overcome the world?  John gets more specific in 1 John chapter 2:15. "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof:  but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever." 

Now we need to be even more specific as we will look at Romans 8:5-8. Paul says, “For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” Before I go to verse 7, let me ask you this, what does most of the television programming appeal to, the carnal nature or the spiritual mind? The carnal nature of course. Therefore if the Christian refuses the Holy Spirit’s prompting to leave it alone, and watches that which only serves to destroy one’s fellowship with Christ, they are feeding the carnal nature which is evident, that it never died. 
This produces a yo-yo experience. Now verse 7 says, “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.” Enmity is defined in the Greek dictionary as hostility and hatred. The carnal Christian may not feel as though they harbor hostility or hatred against God, but hostility and hatred is what God calls it. And that is what watching unholy, unsanctified TV programming is. I am fully aware of how unpopular that statement is but brothers and sisters, There ought to be a difference between Christians and the world!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”  God saw television coming and the power Satan would possess in stealing the minds of His professed followers. That is why He had David write in Psalm 101:2, 3, “I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes:” TV programming has a powerful magnetic drawing power and Satan uses it to disconnect you from the Vine. You cannot sit down in front of the TV and watch foolishness, and expect to be growing in Christ with a disconnection. We have counsel from Scripture to “pray without ceasing.” We have counsel from the Spirit of Prophecy to ever have our thoughts on Christ. Satan is playing for keeps and there will be many a Christian who comes up in the second resurrection that had the truth, but preferred to be entertained. There is a cross involved in following Jesus.
Today you can find almost any church that will condone any kind of worldly lifestyle you want to live. And they will accommodate it, and many churches will not say anything about it. That is true not only in the rest of Christendom, but also in many churches within our denomination. But as we read the Bible, the remnant people of the Bible, is a church of standards and morals. It represents something, and the greatest standard is that it is made up of a body of believers that are truly born again.  And being truly born of God, born of water and the Spirit, they have overcome the world, and they "love not the things" in it. Sadly though, even in a church like ours at Victory, there are those whose affections are with the world and almost daily they choose to drink from Satan’s contaminated fountain. If you see Christ in what you see, hear, touch, eat and drink, then consume it to your fill. But if you do not see Christ, rather only the devil’s delicacies, then on the authority of God’s Word, you must separate yourself from the world or run the  risk of eternal loss. God’s Word is not ambiguous on this subject. “Love not the world” can only mean, “Love not the world.” Where do you see the exception? The unconverted feel the cross is heavy, but those who are truly in Christ find that He shoulders the load.
3.  Un-consecration – “A consecrated Christian life is ever shedding light and comfort and peace. It is characterized by purity, tact, simplicity, and usefulness. It is controlled by that unselfish love that sanctifies the influence. It is full of Christ, and leaves a track of light wherever its possessor may go.” {PP667.2}                             

“There are few really consecrated men among us, few who have fought and conquered in the battle with self. Real conversion is a decided change of feelings and motives;” {5T 82.5} “He "that forsaketh not all that he hath," says Jesus, "cannot be My disciple." Whatever shall divert the affections from God must be given up. Mammon is the idol of many. Its golden chain binds them to Satan. Reputation and worldly honor are worshiped by another class. The life of selfish ease and freedom from responsibility is the idol of others. These are Satan's snares, set for unwary feet. But these slavish bands must be broken; the flesh must be crucified with the affections and lusts. We cannot be half the Lord's and half the world's. We are not God's people unless we are such entirely. Every weight, every besetting sin, must be laid aside. God's watchmen will not cry, "Peace, peace," when God has not spoken peace. The voice of the faithful watchmen will be heard: "Go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord."  {5T 83.1}  Take up thy cross is the words of Jesus. The 4th item that has caused the delay of Jesus that is found in those Christians who desire a cross-less religion is strife.
4. Strife - The dictionary defines strife as bitter conflict, fighting or trouble. A contest or struggle between rivals to gain superiority. Does strife have a place among God’s remnant people? “Difficulties are often caused by the vendors of gossip, whose whispered hints and suggestions poison unsuspecting minds and separate the closest friends. Mischief-makers are seconded in their evil work by the many who stand with open ears and evil heart, saying: "Report, . . . and we will report it." This sin should not be tolerated among the followers of Christ.” “Christians should regard it as a religious duty to repress a spirit of envy or emulation.” “It was the pride and ambition cherished in the heart of Satan that banished him from heaven. These evils are deeply rooted in our fallen nature, and if not removed they will overshadow every good and noble quality and bring forth envy and strife as their baleful fruits.  {5T 242.1}”  I personally believe that one of the best ways to prevent strife in the church, is to say nothing negative about any of the members to anyone. If we cannot say anything uplifting about a brother or sister, we should say nothing at all. All the good deeds that one has done can count for nothing when we cherish a complaining spirit. Some think that gossip consists of very strong words, but gossip is generally insidious in that the one who gossips may use positive words mixed with the negatives and often prefaces their remarks with a statement such as, “This is not gossip, but did you hear…?” Please bring no stories to me about a brother or sister in the church. You be the one to correct the problem and let’s diffuse all strife before it has a chance to materialize. Being a strife-less church is a matter we can all work in unity to achieve. That is a light cross to bear.
Let us now consider the words of Christ as it relates to Christian duty and cross-bearing.
Matthew 10:32-39 “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.”  Jesus makes it clear that family may turn against one who stands for all of God’s truths. If a member of the family may threaten us with an ultimatum, we must not forsake God’s truth, rather we must take up that cross and follow Jesus. We are all amenable to God alone and we will stand in the judgment on how we live our lives and what decisions we have made for or against Christ.
I read this from the Spirit of Prophecy, “The Majesty of heaven, the King of glory, left His riches, His splendor, His honor and glory, and, in order to save sinful man, condescended to a life of humility, poverty, and shame; "who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame." Oh, why are we so sensitive to trial and reproach, to shame and suffering, when our Lord has given us such an example? Who would wish to enter into the joy of their Lord while they were unwilling to partake of His sufferings? What! the servant unwilling to bear the humility and shame and reproach which the Master bore unselfishly for him! the servant shrinking from a life of humility and sacrifice which is for his own eternal happiness, by which he may finally obtain an exceedingly great, an eternal reward! The language of my heart is: Let me be a partaker with Christ of His sufferings, that I may finally share with Him the glory.”  {2T 490.2}

     Continuing “The truth of God has never been popular with the world. The natural heart is ever averse to the truth. I thank God that we must renounce the love of the world, and pride of heart, and everything which tends to idolatry, in order to be followers of the Man of Calvary. Those who obey the truth will never be loved and honored by the world. From the lips of the divine Teacher, as He walked in humility among the children of men, were heard the words: Whosoever will be My disciple, let him take up his cross, and follow Me. Yes, follow our Exemplar. Was He seeking for praise and honor of men? Oh, no! Shall we then seek for honor or praise from worldlings?”  {2T 491.1}

Turn to John 15:17-21 “These things I command you, that ye love one another. If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.”  There is a cross in following Jesus.

Now turn two chapters over to John 17:14-16 “I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.”  
In 1st John 2:15 it reads, "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world." In Paul's Epistle to the Romans chapter 12:1, 2, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” And James declares in chapter 4:4: “…know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” 
     Yes the cross of Jesus is heavy and it costs us. “The cross was associated with the power of Rome. It was the instrument of the most cruel and humiliating form of death. The lowest criminals were required to bear the cross to the place of execution; and often as it was about to be laid upon their shoulders, they resisted with desperate violence, until they were overpowered, and the instrument of torture was bound upon them. But Jesus bade His followers take up the cross and bear it after Him. We are to follow in the path He trod.”  {DA 416.3}

In closing I ask this question: Why is the Christian life such a high
calling?
1 Peter 2:9 answers, "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a (what?) holy nation, a peculiar people. . . ." That means that you should be different from the rest of the world.  "... that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:" God says, "You're special people, you're peculiar. You ought to be different." Why? Because Christ is on the throne of your heart.  
Yes, following Jesus involves a sometimes heavy cross. Following inclination and the carnal desires, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, in other words, following the broad road that Satan will have you follow, involves a cross-less experience, as there are no rules and no self-denial. The narrow path that calls for sacrifice has as its reward: eternity with He whom we desire to see face to face. We all choose one or the other. The saddest case however is the one among us who wants Jesus, but not at the cost of self-denial. 
The testimony of Jesus is this as found in Great Controversy page 593. Listen carefully, “None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict.” Do you comprehend those words? Do you realize that the last great conflict is just ahead of us? How many will stand through the last great conflict? Let me read it again, “None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict.” What are you fortifying your mind with daily?

“The condition of being received into the Lord's family is coming out from the world, separating from all its contaminating influences. The people of God are to have no connection with idolatry in any of its forms. They are to reach a higher standard. We are to be distinguished from the world, and then God says, "I will receive you as members of My royal family, children of the heavenly King." As believers in the truth we are to be distinct in practice from sin and sinners. Our citizenship is in heaven.”  {FE 481.1}

Shall we pray…
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